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T'ns  DepartLicnt  i3  just  is  swing  a  bulletin  "A'hich  I  have  pr  spared  for 
the  piorpose  of  p:ittin~  the  present  situation  up  to  the  farmers  and  busines 
men.     It  is  entitl-5d,  "^"SAFS^FAHMI}^-  IN  THF  SOUTHFHN  STATES  IN  1919".  Ask 
your  cc'jjity  a::ent  for  a  copv. 


The  pressnt  sit\:_ition  is  the  mo s t  dar r ous  "vvh i ch  the  cotton  states 
ha^'e  lacsd  in  recent  ye:ir3.     You  ha^ve  had  ici-ir  years  of  coinparative  pros- 
perity, partly  because  of  icui'  short  crop's  of  cotton  Afith  resultant  ,2:0 cd 
prices,   and  rartly  because  you  produced  so  r.uch  01  ycur  O'.vn  food  and  f  eed. 
Durine  the  last  four  years  there  ha^D  been  snort  crops  in  Texas  mainly 
due  CO  drought.     In  1911,   1912,  1913  and  1914  the  Texas  crop  avera^^ed 
4,418,250  bales,  'while  during  1913,   1913,   1917  and  1913  it  av-raged  only 
3,154,500  bales,   or  1,255, '^50  hales  less  per  arrive.     Ter.as  has  had  .c:ood 
rains  this  ■■vinter.     Frou  1911  to  1914,   incl\-:sive .   Oklahcma  averaged 
1,035,230  bales  per  anrror: ,     Trzc:.  1915  to  1918,    inclusive,   the  average 
vVas  only  742,250  bales  or  2 ^■4, '^00  bales  less  per  ann-um,  mainly  due  to 
drought.     Ohlahonia  has  had  s-olendid  rains  this  vvinter.     A  big  crop  in 
Texas  and  O::lahoma  has  aljvays  meant  a  big  crop  in  the  .vhcle  country. 
Think  that  over  before  yor.  decide  to  increase  your  avcreage  in  cotton. 

'vill  the  mills  of  ITorthern  France  and  Eelgi-om;,  be  restored  to  full 
■.vorking  Cvapacity  at  once?     Certainly  not.'     '"'ill  the  poor  peonle  of  Fnrope 
seek,  food  or  cot  to::,  first?    Food,    of  co^orsei     People  can  and  v/ill  .vear 
patched  clothing  a.:.d  sleep  /jithout  pillow-cases  and  sheets  if  need  be, 
bu*:  tne  hungry  stomach  must  be  fed.     Think  a,bout  that. 

Tne  last  fo-r  years  have  been  a  period  of  gradually  increasing  pric 
Farmers  a-nd  business  r.en  have  ""rofit5d  out  of  this  constant  increa.se. 
Cotton  ju3t  r.bou.t  kept  -ace  wi-jb  other  things.     A  po-and  or  an  acre  of  it 
.vo-ald  boy  abort  tbe  same  Quantity  of  otner  ccinmodit ies  in  1918  at  30  cents 
a  pound  as  iz   lid  in  1914  at  12  cents  a  pound.     But  during  this  time  the 
farm. Brs  had  tha  ad\'-£intage  of  pxirchasing  supplies  in  the  spring  and  surimer 
at  one  level  of  prices  and  then  selling  cotton  in  the  fall  2.t  the  top 
price  of  the  ye-.r  -and  paying  the  debts  contracted  at  the  lo/ver  prices. 
P5  CA  Y9^?r  A':a:RF  NC^.   for  .-vhen  prices  begin  to  settle  dovvn  ths  situation 
becomes  mcr  b  difficult,     "'e  may  be  in  the  position  of    making  a  cro^:.  of 
cotton  ".vith  high-priced  supplies  and  settling  our  debts  out  of  cotton  at 
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a  ?  ovv'er  :;ricG,    Es;;,'ocially  will  this  be  true  if  v/3  ]-rcduce      v^ry  l;..r^;e. 
crc-'  and  thereby  dc  ull  in  cur  r ov/er  tc  l_T'Vcr  the  i,.arkat  rric?,  ci  cotton. 
Has  not  c.  lar      crcr  al.vr.ys     oanc  lv';V"cr  ,'r:.-;^r?     Th ~n.K  t h " . t c 0 r  . 

"^/hat  ?.Qcut  acroa-TO?    Lot  us  Ic^'k  at  th3  acroc.  3  fi_-,urGs  in  the 
bulletin.     The  total  for  1918  was  3e,  S90,  OCO.     Oklahci  a  had  r  ere  ~cr3s 
plrnted  in  19iP  than  in  either  1911,  or  191^.     Tex^^s  had  :..ore  acres 

in  1918  than  in  1911  and  only  ab:rt  ?C9,  000  acres  less  thrn  in  191-;. 
The  years  1911,    1913  end  191i  v\-ore  ^l.d.  j^eors  with  \j^.^c:czz3.  and  ^;enercJly 
low  -trices.    ^.Vith  only  150.000  -cr^s  ..:cre  in  the  'vhele  eou.: in  1911 
then  we  had  in  the  v/hole  country  in  19lc,   we  rrodac-d  15,693,000  bal?s, 
?^id  the  f::ri^  }:rice  Dece.ibof  1,   lOli,   avcra-od         cent©  ^er  round.  In 
1913  we  had  37,C89,  0-:0  ..cres  and  -rud^leed  14,153,0'r'  hales,   and  the  xarL: 
price  avera^3d  1*3.2  cents  "er  po-^nd- r'ec::..be r  1,   19x3,     In  1914  we  had 
36,332,000  acres,    cr  only  942,000  ac-res  aore  than  in  191d,   and  yet  the 
rrcdaction  was  15,135,000  b^les  and  the  fare.  rric3  Lec^n'ocr  1,   191-x  was 
6.8  cents  "cr  found  -n  th:  av:r:.  e,   due  in  ^e-rt,   no  doubt,   to  the  war  in 
Europe.     Think  this  ever. 

With  loss  acr-s  than  la.st  y3ar  and  a   :cod  seo.sor  we  can  cosily  ir.ake 
a  vory  lar  :e  crop,   3sp:ci-lly  with  ~God  production  in  T.jX..s  ...nd  Oklahora. 
In  1912  with  only  34,233,000  acr-s  we  r-ade  13,703,000  b.les  of  cotton. 
V/ith  a  .cod  season  ahead  '-f  us,  \'/ould  you  incre  .se  the  acre  a. e? 

vVhich  vi/ould  you  rather  do,  produce  raore  cotccn  and  take  less 
price  for  it  aft3r  workin :  a  lar;er  n-ireber  of  acres  at   -:rea-ccr  oxponse, 
cr  liait  y.'ur  "reduction  to  a  S-.aller  nu^'ber  cf  .i-cres,   better  tended, 
perL.ittin^  th2  full  rroductim  ^f  your  food  and  fe:d  -.nd  a  better  chance 
for  a  ^eod  price? 

It  is  absolute  folly  to  upset  tne  present  prosperity  cf  the  cotton 
str..tes  by  "j.Antin/      lar?;3  acreage  which  can  only  r;.e-n  a.  lar-.-e  crop  -^nd 
^  lov-'er  Tjr:  ce  .     I  hear  rui-ore  of  f^rners  sollin  :  their  livestock  to  put 
their  land  all  in  cotton.     Such   ..ction  is  in^itin.3;  dise.ster.      If  farir.ers, 
landlords,   .oerchCvnts    jid  03.nkcrs  coi.bine  to  pull  the  house  dov/n  upon  their 
own  heads  by  --roducin^  a  large  cro^  of  cotton,    they  should  havo  the  courage 
to  make  no  appea]  to  the  rest  of  the  world  for  help  if  their  own  e.cticn 
leads  then:  into  distress. 

But  r3i.3i:.ber  that  there  is  a  ^ood  ■■ay.  Lock  in  the  bulletin. 
FOOD  PLUS  COTTON  ZQtllLB  -kOOHTHITY.  Full  production  of  the  ipOL  for 
our  people  and  ch.^  -^■l--p"''  -  ^~  ^'-ovn.n^  livestock  Indus t.y  m  "-ho  South 

should  be  the  first  and  r.-.ost  important "  consideration.    ^^.I^-^^^iMl^  den^nds 
covution  this  tiae.     Supply  yo^ir  ovai  needs  first  i.s  a  so-jiid  r.:casure  of  pro- 
tection,   then  hold  your  c3tton  acre£  .^e  do.'n  tc  a  a^^derate  fipar:,  less 
than  in  1918,    in  order  we  lYicy  safep^aard  tn:  production  c.nd  not  destroy 

our  prosperity  by  delr.borately  over-  pro.Ti.Le.Tn_,-     JT_lp_  Ij^JIO.X'iJ--?^^^^^^ 
PMYA  S/.FF  GAl^/E .     SAI  •^'XJ'eZ -^T _'!T\laA]]i ): ?  VciiJ:  _Fjr^j_v;0  'rCTi_F-':-?J-^iFH.   BIG-  /.IQ 
LITTLE.    SHALL  COG^^hli'~L^  H''3Li:  j^O  "rJ"N  TxiT  CCTTO^J  /OP^AGF . 


'/ours  very  truly,  i 
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